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Information Item: Presentation and discussion about the “one buck rule” that expires on 

September 1, 2012 

 

Currently, rule language in 312 IAC 9-3-2 allows a deer hunter to take no more than one antlered 

deer during all of the regular deer seasons combined (archery, muzzleloader, and firearm), with 

the exception of the urban deer zones during the urban deer season and antlered deer taken on 

military areas and national wildlife refuges with a military/refuge license. This provision expires 

on September 1, 2012.  In an effort to evaluate the opinions of deer hunters about this rule, the 

Division of Fish and Wildlife contracted with Responsive Management to do a survey and 

perform an analysis of the data.  Although the final report is still being drafted, a summary of the 

survey methodology, findings related to management of the Indiana deer herd, and the one buck 

rule are summarized below.  The Division of Fish and Wildlife intends to recommend adoption 

of rule language that would allow the one buck rule to continue indefinitely.  

 

From the survey completed by Responsive Management in 2011: 

 This deer hunter survey was conducted for the Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

 (DNR) to determine deer hunters’ participation in deer hunting seasons, their harvest of 

 deer, and their opinions on deer management. The study entailed a telephone survey of 

 Indiana hunting license holders valid for deer in 2010. 

 

 For the survey, a multi-modal approach was used that included questionnaires 

 administered by telephone, mail and Internet. The primary contact method was by 

 telephone, supplemented by a mailed postcard with the website address for taking the 

 survey online and emails with a link to the website address for taking the survey online. 

 Additionally, interviewers made follow-up telephone calls to assist people in completing 

 the survey online. The survey questionnaire was developed cooperatively by Responsive 

 Management and the DNR. The sample of Indiana deer hunters was obtained from the 

 DNR. The sample was representative of all hunters with a license that allowed for deer 

 hunting privileges. 

 

 For the telephone survey portion of the project, telephone surveying times are Monday 

 through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Saturday from noon to 5:00 p.m., and 

 Sunday from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., local time. The Internet mode of the survey could be 

 completed at the respondent’s convenience. The survey was conducted in October 2011. 

 The software used for telephone survey data collection was Questionnaire Programming 

 Language. The data obtained via the Internet was imported from the Internet server 

 directly into Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) using standard interfacing 

 software. Responsive Management obtained a total of 8,591 completed interviews. 

 

 The analysis of data was performed using SPSS as well as proprietary software 

 developed by Responsive Management. Throughout this report, findings of the telephone 

 survey are reported at a 95% confidence interval (or higher). For the entire sample of 

 Indiana hunters whose license allowed deer hunting, the sampling error is at most plus or 

 minus 1.03 percentage points. Sampling error was calculated based on a sample size of 

 8,591 and a population size of 154,303. 

 



AGENDA ITEM #5 

 2 

 According to survey response, the majority of Indiana deer hunters (63%) are satisfied 

 with deer management in the state (mostly somewhat satisfied rather than very satisfied) 

 and the majority of Indiana deer hunters (65%) support the One Buck Rule, mostly strong 

 support. 


